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Introduction 



This Bible study tool is a combination of pages from the Open American Standard Version 
(OASV). These have been chosen for two reasons. This work is in the public domain which makes it 
easy to provide freely without charge. Secondly, it is easy to read and is rich in content. The fact that it 
is in the public domain does not distract from the value it will provide in the study of the scripture. 

About the Open American Standard Version 

There are already many good translations of the Holy Bible into contemporary English. 
Unfortunately, almost all of them are restricted by copyright and copyright holder policy. This restricts 
publication and republication of God's Word in many ways, such as in downloadable files on the Internet, 
use of extensive quotations in books, etc. The Open American Standard Version was commissioned by 
God in response to prayer about this subject. 



Because the Open American Standard Version is in the Public Domain (not copyrighted), it can be 
freely copied, distributed, and redistributed without any payment of royalties. You don't even have to ask 
permission to do so. You may publish the whole Open American Standard Version in book form, bind it in 
leather and sell it. You may incorporate it into your Bible study software. You may make and distribute 
audio recordings of it. You may broadcast it. All you have to do is maintain the integrity of God's Word 
before God, and reserve the name "Open American Standard" for faithful copies of this translation. 

The Open American Standard Version is an update of the American Standard Version (ASV) of the 
Holy Bible, published in 1901. A custom computer program updated the archaic words and word forms to 
contemporary equivalents, and then a team of volunteers proofread and updated the grammar. The New 
Testament was updated to conform to the Majority Text reconstruction of the original Greek 
manuscripts, thus taking advantage of the superior access to manuscripts that we have now compared 
to when the original ASV was translated. The style of the Open American Standard Version, while fairly 
literally translated, is in informal, spoken English. The Open American Standard Version is designed to 
sound good and be accurate when read aloud. It is not formal in its language, just as the original Greek 
of the New Testament was not formal. The OASV uses contractions rather freely. 
The Open American Standard Version doesn't capitalize pronouns pertaining to God. The original 
manuscripts made no such distinction, Hebrew has no such thing as upper and lower case, and the 
original Greek manuscripts were written in all upper case letters. Attempting to add in such a distinction 
raises some difficulties in translating dual-meaning Scriptures such as the coronation psalms. The Open 
American Standard Version main edition translates God's Proper Name in the Old Testament as 
"Yahweh." 



With all of the above and some other places where lack of clarity in the original manuscripts has 
led to multiple possible readings, significant variants are listed in footnotes. The reading that in our 
prayerful judgment is best is in the main text. Overall, the Open American Standard Version isn't very 
much different than several other good contemporary English translations of the Holy Bible. The 
message of Salvation through Jesus Christ is still the same. The point of this translation was not to be 
very different (except for legal status), but to update the ASV for readability while retaining or improving 
the accuracy of that well-respected translation and retaining the public domain status of the ASV. 




Peter's First Letter 



1st Peter 
Chapter 1 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the 
chosen ones who are living as foreigners in 
the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia , 2 according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in 
sanctification of the Spirit, that you may 
obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with his 
blood: Grace to you and peace be 

multiplied, 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to his great 
mercy caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 4 to an incorruptible 
and undefiled inheritance that doesn't fade 
away, reserved in Heaven for you , 5 who by 
the power of God are guarded through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time . 6 Wherein you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while, if need be, you 
have been grieved in various trials , 7 that 
the proof of your faith, which is more 
precious than gold that perishes even 
though it is tested by fire, may be found to 
result in praise, glory, and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ — 8 whom, not 
having known, you love. In him, though 
now you don't see him, yet believing, you 
rejoice greatly with joy that is unspeakable 
and full of glory , 9 receiving the result of 
your faith, the salvation of your 
souls . 10 Concerning this salvation, the 
prophets sought and searched diligently. 
They prophesied of the grace that would 
come to you, 11 searching for who or what 
kind of time the Spirit of Christ, which was 
in them, pointed to, when he predicted the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glories that 
would follow them. 12 To them it was 
revealed, that they served not to 
themselves, but to you, in these things, 
which now have been announced to you 
through those who preached the Good News 
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to you by the Holy Spirit sent out from 
heaven; which things angels desire to look 
into. 

13 Therefore prepare your minds for 
action.- Be sober, and set your hope fully on 
the grace that will be brought to you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ— 14 as children of 
obedience, not conforming yourselves 
according to your former lusts as in your 
ignorance, 15 but just as he who called you 
is holy, you yourselves also be holy in all of 
your behavior; 16 because it is written, "You 
shall be holy; for I am holy.'— 17 If you call 

on him as Father, who without respect of 
persons judges according to each man's 
work, pass the time of your living as 
foreigners here in reverent fear, 18 knowing 
that you were redeemed, not with 
corruptible things, with silver or gold, from 
the useless way of life handed down from 
your fathers, 19 but with precious blood, as 
of a lamb without blemish or spot, the blood 
of Christ, 20 who was foreknown indeed 
before the foundation of the world, but was 
revealed in this last age for your 
sake, 21 who through him are believers in 
God, who raised him from the dead, and 
gave him glory, so that your faith and hope 
might be in God. 

22 Seeing you have purified your souls in 
your obedience to the truth through the 
Spirit in sincere brotherly affection, love one 
another from the heart fervently, 23 having 
been born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, through the word of 
God, which lives and remains forever. 24 For, 
"All flesh is like grass, 

and all of man's glory like the flower in the 
grass. 

The grass withers, and its flower falls; 

25 but the Lord's word endures forever. 

This is the word of Good News which was 
preached to you. 



* 1:13 literally, "gird up the waist 
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of your mind" or "put on the belt of 
the waist of your mind" 

&1:16 Leviticus 11:44-45 
0 1:25 Isaiah 40:6-8 



1st Peter 
Chapter 2 

I Putting away therefore all wickedness, all 
deceit, hypocrisies, envies, and all evil 
speaking, 2 as newborn babies, long for the 
pure milk of the Word, that with it you may 
grow, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious: 4 coming to him, a living 
stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen 
by God, precious. 5 You also, as living 
stones, are built up as a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ . b Because it is contained in Scripture, 



"Behold,- 1 lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, 
chosen and precious: 

He who believes in him will not be 
disappointed.'— 

7 For you who believe therefore is the honor, 
but for those who are disobedient, 

"The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the chief cornerstone,'- 

8 and, 

"a stumbling stone and a rock of offense. 

For they stumble at the word, being 
disobedient, to which also they were 
appointed. 9 But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
God's own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellence of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 10 In the past, you were not a people, 
but now are God's people, who had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained 
mercy. 

II Beloved, I beg you as foreigners and 
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pilgrims, to abstain from fleshly lusts, which 
war against the soul; 12 having good 
behavior among the nations, so in that of 
which they speak against you as evildoers, 
they may by your good works, which they 
see, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

13 Therefore subject yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: 
whether to the king, as supreme; 14 or to 
governors, as sent by him for vengeance on 
evildoers and for praise to those who do 
well. 15 For this is the will of God, that by 
well-doing you should put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men: 16 as free, and not 
using your freedom for a cloak of 
wickedness, but as bondservants of God. 

17 Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honor the king. 

18 Servants, be in subjection to your masters 

with all respect: not only to the good and 
gentle, but also to the wicked. 19 For it is 
commendable if someone endures pain, 
suffering unjustly, because of conscience 
toward God. 20 For what glory is it if, when 
you sin, you patiently endure beating? But 
if, when you do well, you patiently endure 
suffering, this is commendable with 

God. 21 For you were called to this, because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving you- 5 - an 
example, that you should follow his 
steps, 22 who didn't sin, "neither was deceit 
found in his mouth.'- 23 When he was 

cursed, he didn't curse back. When he 
suffered, he didn't threaten, but committed 
himself to him who judges righteously. 24 He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the 
tree, that we, having died to sins, might live 
to righteousness. You were healed by his 
wounds.-*- 25 For you were going astray like 
sheep; but now you have returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer^ of your souls. 



*2:6 "Behold", from "run" or 
"i5ou", means look at, take notice, 
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often 





